
Art: Animals and Their Relationship to Humanity in Art 
AC Flora Grades: 9-12, Instructor Anthony Conway 
Ceramics 1 & 2, Online 04/07 – 04/09 2020 
 

Standards 
 

VA.CR.AL.1: I can create, refine, and communicate ideas based on the elements 
and principles of design and other compositional strategies and structures. 
VA.R.AL.5.1:  I can examine the symbols, subject, and media in artwork to infer 
the meaning. 
VA.R .AL.5.2:  I can examine and explain the impact of the artist’s compositional 
choices on the message of the artwork. 
VA.C.AL.6: I can analyze the function and meaning of artworks from various 
cultures and time periods.   
 

Learning 
Targets/I Can 
Statements 

I can identify the historical significance of animals in clay. 
I can design an animal sculpture of my own that has personal meaning. 

Essential 
Question(s) 

 Describe the animals featured in the historical samples attached. What 
might you infer about the animals role in the community? For example, 
the camel played a role in long-distant trade in ancient time, what do 
you think made the camel an ideal animal for this role? 

 What does the scale of animals in relation to humans say about their 
role in society? 

 What animal attributes does these works of art seem to emphasize? 
What do you see in the sculptures that make you say that? 

 What are some roles animals play in your community? What makes 
each animal well suited for this role? 

 

Resources See Attached PDF images of Historic Animal Sculptures 
 
Sculpting Mammal Heads in Clay 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m-OXRvzPnbo 
 
Creating expressive Features in Animal Sculptures 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=boWwY6sR__k&feature=emb_logo 
 

Learning 
Activities or 
Experiences 

Day One – 04/07/2020 
Prior Knowledge-5 minutes 
Journal about your experiences of animals in your life. Think beyond the typical 
domestic animals of cat and dog. What other animals have you interacted with 
– Birds, horses, cows, pigs, chickens, squirrels, rabbits, etc., and describe your 
experiences. 
 
Exploring the content-20 minutes 

1. View the images attached of ancient sculptures of animals and ask 
yourself the questions outlined above related to these historic 
sculptures. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m-OXRvzPnbo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=boWwY6sR__k&feature=emb_logo


2. Next, think about what you learned about the role of these animals to 
ancient cultures. 

3. Select an animal from your journaling that you think plays an 
interesting role in our community today that contributes to our daily 
life. 

 
Extended Learning-25 minutes 

Research the animal you selected so you have reference material to 
refer to when working on project. Identify attributes that make it well 
suited for the role(s) the animals play in our world. On a piece of paper, 
sketch out your own animal design.  As you plan, consider how you will 
visually convey this information?  Be creative with your solutions. 

 
Carefully photograph (in focus) and Upload your notes and sketches to TEAMS 
and turn in your work. 
 
Day Two- 04/09/2020 
Exploring the Content – 20 minutes 

1. View the two videos on sculpting mammal heads in clay and expression. 
2. Then, working from your notes and sketches begin your version of your 

animal. How much will you include? Whole body? Active or at rest? 
Interacting with humans? What scale? Will the form be realistic or 
symbolic? 

 
Extended Learning 30 Minutes (or however long you want to work) 

Using the “Claydough” you created from a previous class, and 
techniques you have already explored in classroom (Hand-building – 
pinch, coil, slab, Slab building, Coil Building, Patz process) create a 
figurine highlighting the ways the chosen animal from your community 
contributes to daily life. 
 
Carefully light your sculpture well and take photos (in focus) from 
different angles (in the round) and upload and turn in in TEAMS.  
 
Be sure to include your conclusion/summary highlighting how the 
finished piece reflects the role of this animal in the community.  
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